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[vi] Preface.

ERY appropriately (dear Reader) one of the
V earlier Prophets, depicting to us allegorically,
under the visible and historical downfall of
Judah, the horrible ravages, exterminations, and ruin
wrought by Satan, where his fury can have full sway,
has said emphatically: Before him the land is a Garden
of pleasure, and belhind him a desolate wilderness. For
truly, whoever will cast his eyes over all the vast
circumference of the earth, and will consider the
nations thereof which are illuminated by the Sun of
Justice, our Savior JEsus CHRIST; bedewed with his
blood and precious Sacrament; nourished by his
grace and word; animated and gladdened by his
[vii] spirit; enlightened and governed by his divine
Offices, honored by his utterances and actual pres-
ence; whoever, I say, will contemplate this, will
have great reason to cry out, Beyond the infernal
destroyer, and, Where he does not extend, the earth is a
Garden of delight, where all blessings, even temporal
and worldly happiness, follow the people, the real
tree of life, our Redeemer, Jesus Christ, being
planted in their midst. On the contrary, if we turn
aside our gaze, and look behind this cursed tyrant,
Lucifer, and upon the places where he has exer-
cised his intolerable cruelties, we shall find only
destruction and solitude, cries and lamentations, only
desolation and the shadow of death. Now we need
not go out from our own hemisphere to see and
recognize [viii] this truth; Greece and Palestine con-



